
THE EVENING STAR
PUBLL3LUED (VERT ATTIRNOON,

(VZOVT SUNDAY,)
^^ Stmr Buildings, eormmr Pemuylmmtt*

even it* and Eleventh street,
By W1LLACH * HOPS,

WtB be served to Mtaecribera in the cities of Wash-
tafton, Georgetown, Alexandria, Baltimore and Phils-
tfelphia, at SIX AND A QUARTER CENTS, paya¬
ble weekly to the Agent*. To mail subscribers the
Mbscription price U THREE DOLLAR? AND
FIFTY CEBITS a year in adwamet, TWO COL¬
LARS for SIX MONTHS, and ONE DOLLAR
for THREE MONTHS. gp-Stiteiji cohhom
omn.

B ALLB, &C.
GRAND NEW YEAS'* BALL

Of'

tiimiinii mi.
1'HE member-**' »he ''Terpwiehore Clnb" respert-

fo'tar.e;V? lr fri#nd3 »n<* tbe public
£<suej~^* fi"t Grand Ball ot the Club will*2SP.AY kv«NINQ, January the 1st,"r,^L0C1l P8LLr»WR" H vLL, NsvYard.

may -.visled with the enjoy-«MBt of (he eT.nl ^ th« Clnb wil 1 sp-re no pains
roa .* * °ae °X the K°8 Pi.**nt t*lls of the

T,he k*11 be opened with the performance of
hJ tne ' Amphi-n Quartette

a
an well known to ear musl-sl public..ocawiwT°r Music h" be#n «^gegei for the

ONE DOLLAR.admitting a gentlemanfo p* *n7 ot fh« managers andat the door on the evening of the ball.
MANAGERS.

M&roellus Merc»ron,J R Dob byn, R w Howe,W E Tucker, D W Jarboe.
P J Bnnio, G A Barr,J W 8moot. y Gartland.
8 McNamee.

dec 12,19,28,27,28.29,SOAJanl*
GRAND ANNUAL BALL

GERMAN"YAGERS,
THE "GERMAN YAGEtiy respectfully informtheir Mend", bo'h ciril and military, that tbeir
£££E1L.BUL ^ 1)6 &*** c» MONDAY
S.LOON JanaBr> lst> 1853, »t CARU£l'.i
Everything aha 1 be done m the part of th» com¬

pany to give satisfacion, and the committee yledse40 ^1*'r P*1*,a every partiirularProgperi'a Cornet Hand is ecg*g^d for theorem
¦on.
Tickets can be procured from th» Committee, andat the door.
Price of tickets ONE DOLLAR A FIFTY CENTS.No hate to be worn in the ball room except l»the military. r '

Committee ofJ rrangements.N Hopp, V Kloti,Or Pgt M Ruppell, G acblegel,J Anmerman, G Govemondor,C Obenstein.
Floor Mane sers.

M. Ruppell, 0 8, F W Sellhauffen, Qr M*doe 20.WASAdlw
THE THIRD ANNUAL GRAND BALL

OF THX

lOmiNElY tuns
WILL BK GIVEN ON

MOHDA* EVEHIJJO, Jam. 8th, 1855,
AT JACKSON HALL.

THE MONTGOMERY GUARDS respectfully in¬
form their friends, civil and Military of Wash¬

ington and Georgetown that tha. they will aire
their third Annual Gr^nd Ba'l at JACKSON UALL
on MONDAY EVEKIKO, January 8,1855.
The Montgomery Guards pledge themselves that

no pains or expense 6hall be spared to mahe this
equal to any of the season.

Proeperi's Cornet Banl isengaed for the occa
sion
Refreshments will be supp ied by an able and ex¬

perienced cater«r.
No hats to be worn in the Ball Room except bythe Military.
Gentleman wishing invitations for lad:es will

Ks* '-avt heir names ana address at Lt. Feen> V,
n avenue.

Tickets ONE DOLLAR.admitting a gen'lemanand ladies- to be had at the Restaurant of . ames
Donnelly. a. r>venue, Lt. Feeny's, Wm Greason's,Michael Brady'*, and at the principal hotels.

CommHtct of Arrangements.Capt Key, > Ll Rei ly,Dr Duhamel, Lt Feeny,
Burg Moore, Sgt Mc*niry,Lt Kalleher, Sgt Burk.

Qr Mr Maker.
Committee on part of the Military.Col W Hi*key, Gen Jonee,Lt Col Kelly, M»j Keyworth.

Qr Mr McCullom, M»j Paeon,A«*' L J Midileton, Capt J B Tate
Capt Carrington, Capt Towers,
Capt Tait, Capt Hchwarxman,Cnpt Byrne, Capt Bright,Capt Reeee, Capt Smith,Cept Jamison, Cap'. Peck,Capt Shekells, Capt Lamella.

On the part of t*e Citizens-
John W Maury, Biehd Waliach,
Jrnab D Hoover, Beverly Tnc'--.er,F McNerhany, Jpo T Towera,W W Sitaton, Jno C. Rivei.

Floor Managers.Lieut Reily, 8»t llcEniry.dec 19.d!»*ai

BALL AND SUP
or ist

c o i. (/ n b

TTfltllMt'tl SI
T'UK COLUMBIA i ?Fi U PillCAl. »iC»ErY
. reep etfully intorm . f -r.dsan i tbe p :';l cthat their Fortioth iriu .jievr»tion wi'l . >ke

Cire at JACKSON HAL<n n WKPNSSDAVVBBIISG, Jannory 10, 1855.
Tickets, TWO DOl L \ .aJinitting a Grn.I'-rnau
*^dJto b i h* x t f thv Hxvcatlrr Oonmlr(i*-.The turniebing and s rac?»*meQt of the :?ui'ferwi'l be under the immediate superintendence Mr.
Thomas Eckbau>t.

manaorrs at laboe.
Hob J T Towsra J K H*ii4«y 8 Camborne
Hob W W S«iou Wm Tower', sr K C DyerHoa Petar Force J Uowliu^ F WurJ
Hon B VVeiKuUa»n W W Moore H W» ker
A O 8«»ii4»u T W Howird K S Croploy4i 8 UMeou K B R.ibinaon J H Th rn
W Woo twari M Calon ti W Cocliran
June* KntlUh W a Flugerali J Howvu
C Al»*an1er J W Davla K Water*
C W Danniugtou C Wen tall J S Cnnuineham
I<I»»«ri J H Trenbolm F Jefleraon
A B CIax ion H Polkmborn Wm 6 More
J 8 Gallaher Oei Cochran J L 8m th,9 ilnuDitsi J Che 1*1 J B Tate

OOMMITTRE OF IMVITATIOH AND U10KFTI0N
(whteroftte)C F I<o»r«y Wm H Denneitxin F J Watari

2J°* c K LeveeChaa McPheracn 8 Cnlverw^tt Jo* MaUioiclyJudga J Malson J Hurley
i _ J?JLarcoinbe Wi* Tower*, jr8 F Goaid J Cunningham F M Detweller0 Whlttiagtoo Oe*' Bock J Bobln*. u

COMMITTEE OH KBFBISHXBNTS,(>n-roU.r.d rosztU)WmEMorc * Jno S««*for<l, jr G«o Dorall0 F Bohertaon T D Sultzer CUaa 8chell
FLOOB MANAGERS,

{red ir-sttte)Win L Jouea John Judge F B Dorsen
EXECUTIVE COMMtrik/..

{blue resell*)Wm. M. But, J. t Hallbce, George Cato*,Wm. L. Josis, Wm. R. McLian, Har'.n Fo eh.
U. P. Bacw.v, c. J. CAXrtiLD.

dee 14. e Ot

SEVENTH ANNUAL BALL
OF TH«.

nunm nil why.
THK members of the * Frank in Fire Company "

would respectfully announoe to the cMizezg of
mo<1 th*t they will (jivt- tht ir

J«^2NCAL BALL at JACKSON HALL,on WKDMESDA \, January 17, 1856Firemen are rwpectful.y requested to appear inuniform. Vl

Tickets ONE DOLLAR.admitting a gent'emanand ladies ; to be had of any of ihe Managers, ana
st tbe door on the evening ol the bell.

MANAGERS.
Chae J Oanfield, Edw Alexander,
Kdw C Eckloff, Richard Downe ,Wm 11 Fanning, T J Kimonston,
J B Medley, A SiousFa,
Robt E D »yle, Joseph wni1am«r.n
8 T Lareombe, J Wailing,
Wm M Payne, Conrad Fiakmaa.
A Kckloff.

V dec 18,22,AJan 1,9,16,17

mRANS-ALLKGHANY BANK AND SELDEn
x Withera A Oo.'s Notes purchased at the highej-
Qmvrr»-nt Money, Land Warrants, and VireinJa

g?.4-»«U£ht and sold.
on a!1 ^ rrinc«pal Citlea ro!d to suit pur

F»r*ha a*admtanc sen1i:gme TranfrAlbfrhscyn^ tee o: T/a::d Warrants, may rely upon receivingthe be«trat«', »nl remittances mede by draft oa
any cit>ia tbe Union.

HAMILTON G. FANT, Banker,""'w Ho ItC, Fettaa avenu#.

WtMM

VOL. IV.
=

WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1854. NO. 622.I '

EVENING STAR.
AIT ACT

To Reorganise the Courts in the District ofColumbia, and to Reform and Improve theLaw* thereof.
Whereas, since the retrocession ofAlexandria county to the State of Vir¬ginia, it has become expedient to reducethe number ofjudges in the District ofColumbia, and curtail the judicial ej-

peases thereof; and it is represented bycitizens of said District that the courtsthereofshould be reorganized, and its lawsreformed and improved: Therefore.
Be it enacted, fyc.. That so much of the

acts of Congress heretofore passed ascreate the circuit court, the district court,the orphans' court, and the criminal courtof the said District, be, and th« sam© arc

hereby, repealed, and all of said courts,and the offices of judges and other offi¬
cers thereof be, and the same are here* I
by, forever abolished.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatthere shall be a court, to be styled the
4i court of common ple®s of the Districtof Columbia," of which there shall be a
single judge, which said court shall be Iinvested with all the jurisdictions and Jpowers posseted and cxercised by saidcircuit court of the District of Columbiain every respect, except as hereinafter!
provided. And the said court shall hold Ithree ttrms a year, to wit: on the first
Mondays of March, September, and pe-1cember. All process for the institution I
and conducting of suits in said court I
shall be made returnable in the clerk's Ioffice thereof on a rule day. The first I
Monday in each month shall be a rule I
day, except in those months upon the I
first Mondays whereof the terms of said I
court shall commence, is herein provided: Iin which case the last Mondays of the Imonths respectively preceding those in Iwhich the court shall commence its terms, I
as aforesaid, shall be rule days. The Irules may be continued three days.There shall be a docket of the cases at Irules kept by the clerk of the said court, Iwherein the rules shall be entered. I
When there is no clerk t take the rules I
in a case, it shall be continued until the I
rule day next after there is a clerk. The Irules shall be to declare, to plead, reply, I
rejoin, and for other proceediugs to pre I
pare the causes for trial, and they shall I
be given from month to month. Upon I
the rule day to which process is returned Jserved, the plaintiff may tile his declara-1
tion, and give the defendant a rule to I
plead If the defendant fail to appear Iand plead at the next rules, judgment by I
default shall be entered against him by I
the clerk in the office. If the plaintiff!fail to file his declaration at the rule day I
to which the process is returned execut-1
ed, as aforesaid, the defendant my give Ihim a rule to declare; and if the plain-1tiff fail to file his declaration at the next Irule day, an office judgment of dismissal I
of the cause, with costs, shall be entered I
by the clerk in his office. Pleas in abate-1
ment, and special demurrers, shall be Ifiled at the first rule day after the rule I
given to plead, and not afterwards. When Ithe pleauingti at the rules have progress-1ed so far that the "similiter" alone re-1
mains to be added to make up the issue, Ithe same may be added by either party, I
and the issue made up without a rule for Ithat purpose.

All causes in which an office judgment Iof any character has been entered, or in Iwhich issues have been made up before Ithe clerk in bis office, as herein provided, Ishall be by the cl«rk transferred to the Idocket of the next succeeding term ef the I
court, and shall stand for disposal by the I
court. The court in its discretion, for
good cause, may permit the dismissions to
be set aside by filing declarations; and if
not so set aside, they shall stand at theend of the term as absolutejudgments of I
dismissal, with costs.
The office judgment entered in the Ioffice in favor of a plaintiff may be set I

aside by plea, or pleas in bar, by gener-1al demurrer, the defendant having the I
right to file as many several, distinct, I
and sufficient pleas in bar, as he may I
think proper, and the issues made up in I
the office, as aforesaid, shall stand for
trial. If the judgment obtained by aiy I
plaintiff in the clerk's offiee, as aforesaid, I
be not set aside by plea or demurrer I
within the first fifteen days of the term
of the court, if the term continue longer I
than fifteen days, or before the end ofthe
term, if the term should not exceed fif¬
teen days, the same shall become abso¬
lute. And if the said judgment be for a
sum certain, execution may issue there¬
upon for debt, interest, and costs; and if
s;»id judgment be for an inquiry of dam¬
ages, a jury may be empannelled duringthe term to make inquisition thereof; orthe judge may assess the damages, as the
plaintiff may elect, aud render judgmentthereon, as in other cases.

In ail cases of office judgment set aside
by plea or demurrer, and of issues made
up in the clerk's office, as aforesaid, the
court may, in its discretion, for good
cause shown, grant continuances, as here¬
tofore practised.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatthere shall be established in the said Dis¬
trict a court to be styled "the court of
equity of the District of Columbia," of
which there shall be a single judge; and
said court, and the judge thereof shall
possess and have all the powers andjuris¬diction now held and exercised by thesaid circuit court, or the j-idges thereof,in equity, and also all the jurisdiction and
powers now held and exercised by the
orphans' court of said District, or the
judge thereof; and the said court of equi¬ty shall be open on all judicial days for
the dispatch of business, and all writs
and process therein shall be returnable
on the first Monday of each mouth, and
the rules of equity practice prescribed bythe Supreme Court ot the United States
for the circuit courts of thd United States
sitting in equity, shall be the rules of
said court of equity, together with such
other rules as may be adopted by 6aid
«>urt.

itfurther enacted, That
there shall be established in said District
a court, to be styled the "criminal court
of the District of Columbia," of which
t here shall be a single judge, and it shall
hold four terms a year, to wit: on the
third Mondays of January, April, July,
and November; and said court, and the
judge thereof, shall possess and exercise
all the powers and jurisdiction of a crim¬
inal nature now possessed and exercised
by the said criminal court and district
court, or by the judges thereof, hereby
abolished.
.

5. -And be it further enacted, That
the office of register of wills, as now ex¬
isting in said District, shall be, and the
same is hereby, abolished; and all the
powers and duties thereof, as now per¬formed or ttf-ionging to said office of regis¬ter of wills, Shau be voafed in and per¬formed by the clerk of said couit of
equity hereby established.

Sec. 6. And be it further unacted, That
all suits and records now pending on the
law side of the said circuit court shall be
transferred and continued to, and become
records of said court of common pleasand as such have the same force and ef¬
fect as if originally brought or filed in
said court of common pleas; and the
clerk thereof shall be the keeper of the
chattel, land aud other records of said
Uistnct, not herein otheiwise provided
tor. And so in like manner, all suits in
equity now pending, and all suits here¬
tofore brought in, and all records of said
circuit court, sitting in equity, and also
all proceedings and records, in said or¬
phans' court, shall be transferred to and
continued in said court of equity, and as
such have the same force and effect as if
origina'ly filed in said court of equity.And in like manner, all records and pro¬
ceedings in said criminal court shall be
transferred to and continued in said
criminal court hereby established. And
all the records, proceedings and transac¬
tions of said courts, and of the office of
register of wills, which are hereinbefore
abolished, of whatever kind, shall be
transferred to and remain in the said
courts hereby established, respectively,according to the nature ot said proceed¬
ings or transactions, and the respective
powers and jurisdictions of said new
courts, unless oiherwise herein provided
for.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That
the judge of the court of common pleasshall exercisc all the powers and jurisdic¬tion heretofore exercised and held by the
district court on tho admiraity or civil
side thereof. And in all cases appertain¬
ing to said jurisdiction, the proceedings
shall Ik; the same as if said district court
were in existence. And all powers and
jurisdiction held or exercised, and all
proceedings and records in said district
court of a criminal nature, shall be trans¬
ferred to, and continue in, said crimiual
court hereby established. And all the
proceedings and records in said district
court, of a civil nature, shall be trans¬
terred to, and continue in, said court of
common pleas.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That
there shall be, and hereby is, established
a court to be styled " the court of appealsof the District of Columbia," which shall
be composed of the three judges hereby
.-rented, to wit: The judge of the court
of equity, who shall preside therein : the
judge of the court of common pleas, whoshall be senior associate; and the judgeof the criminal court. The said court of
appeals shall have and possess and exer¬
cise jurisdiction and power in all anneals
or of writs of error, or of prohitK
and mandamus, and such other powers
as belong to an appellate jurisdiction in
and over all cases that may arise or be
tried in either or any of the courts of
said District, except as hereinafter ex¬
cepted. And, hereafter, writs of error
shall be allowed in favor of the United
States, in criminal cases, from the deci¬
sions of said criminal court; and no
cause shall hereafter be taken by a writ
of error or appeal to the Supreme Court
of tho United States from any court in
said District where the matter in contro¬
versy does not exceed two thousand dol¬
lars; but, in all cases exceeding that
amount, the Supreme Court shall retain
the same jurisdiction over cases in said
court of common pleas and court of equi¬
ty as it now has over cases at law and in
equity in said circuit court, and over all
cases whatever in which a justice of the
Supreme Court shall certify that it is
desirable that the appeal or writ of error
should be taken to the said Supreme
Court of the United States. And said
court of appeals shall hold two terms in
each year, to wit: on the first Mondays
in January and June (but no judge shall
sit in said court of appeals on any case
which was decided by him in the court
below ;) and in any civil case, where said
judges of said court of appeals are divided
in opinion, (and the amount in contro¬
versy shall exceed two thousand dollars )
they shall certify, upon the motion of
.ither of the parties to the same, the point
ol division to the Supreme Court, which
shall take jurisdiction thereof, and de¬
cide th# same. And in all cases of writs
of error or appeal to said court of appeals
no judgment or decree shall be stayed,unless a bond be filed, in such amount
and with such security as may be ap¬
proved by the judge of the court in which
the decree, orjudgment, or order appealedfrom, may be. And it shall not be
requisite to transmit to said court of ap¬
peals a full copy or transcript of the
record of said case, but only a short copy
thereof, containing the docket entries of
the case, accompanied by the original
papers hied in said case, which shall be
taken to all intents and purposes the
same as if a full transcript had been cer¬
tified and sent up; and for said short
copy and entry of appeal or writ of error,and sending up said papers, the clerks of
the said courts appealed from shall be
be entitled to charge a fee of one dollar
only.

-And k it furthe* enacted, Thathe said court of appeals, and each of said
court*, shall appoint a clerk thereof,

respectively, who shall perform *ftll thjeduties belonging to bis office, or which
may be prescribed by the said court, andhe shall be entitled to the usual fees, or
such as may be hereinafter provided.Sec. 10. And bt it further enacted, Thait
in case either of saidjudges shall at anytime be disabled from performing his
duties, by reason of sickness, absence, or
being interested or having been of coun-
s?'n0ri_ ot*Mrwjse incapacitated, it
shall be the duty of one of the other
judges, who may at such time be least
engaged in holding court, fco performsuch duties during such incapacity.Sec 11. And be it further enacted,That all writs of error to the said circuit
court, or appeals* therefrom, now pend-ing, shall be and remain for the action of
the Supreme Conrt of the United States ;
and such proceedings therein as may be
directed by the said Supreme Court shall
be, according to its practice, certified in
all cases at law to the said court of com¬
mon pleas, and in all cases of equity to
the said court of equity, for further pro¬ceedings therein. And from any final
judgment, order, or decree, for an amount
over one thousand dollars, in the said
circuit court, hereinbefore abolished, a
writ of error or appeal may be taken to
said court of appeals, at any time within
five years thereafter.

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted,That all duties conferred by existinglaws on the chief justice of the circuit
court, except such as are herein other¬
wise provided for, shall devolve upon andbe performed by the judge of the court of
equity, except such duties as relate to
the delivery of fugitives from justice,which last duties shall devolve upon and
be performed by the judge of the crimi¬
nal court, who shall have power to de¬
mand and surrender all fugitives from
justice, in the same manner as now prac¬tised by the governors of the several
States.

Sec. 13. And be it further enatted,
1 hat all appeals from the decisions ofjus¬tices of the peace shall be carried to the
said court of common pleas, which shall
have jurisdiction thereof, notwithstand¬
ing a jury trial may have been had be¬
fore a justice of the peace; and such ap-1peals shall otherwise be subject to the
same rules now applicable to appeals tof
the circuit court: Provided, That no'
further appeal in such ca^es shall be al¬
lowed ; and each ofsaid judges shall have
power to grant writs of habeas corpus ;
and the judge of the court of common
pleas shall, in the absence or during anyincapacity of the judge of the court of
equity, have power to grant writs of in
junction and ne exeat. And the said
court of equity shall have power to grantdivorces from the bond of marriage, for
adultery or other cause, which, accoid-
ing to the laws of Maryland, now in
force, would entitle a party thereto ; and
also to grant restraining oruers, and ap¬
point receivers, at the instance of credi¬
tors, whether they have obtained judg¬
ment or not, or whether their demands i
be due and payable or not, in cases of
fraudulent conveyance or alienations bydebtors; and to grant a new trial of
said issues, in its discretion, in the man- !
ner that the court of common pleas may
award a venire facias de novo. And on
the trial of such issues either party shall
be allowed his exceptions to the ruling of
the court, and the samo shall be made a
part of the record, and decided, on ap¬
peal or writ of error, by the court of ap¬
peals or Supreme Court, as the case maybe ; and said court shall have power to
order a jury to be empannelled before it,
to try any issue before it in any proceed¬
ing within its jurisdiction.

Se§. 14. And be it further enacted, That
persons who may hereafter be chargedwith offences not of the degree of "acap¬
ital or otherwise infamous crime," may,
upon their waiver of a trial by jury, be
tried before the judge of the said criminal
court without a jury; and in such case
no other allegations of an offence shall
be required than such as may appear to
the court to be legally sufficient by alli-
davit, information, or recognizance made
before any judge or justice of the peace,
or coroner, of said District, or the mayor
of Washington or Georgetown, and all
affidavits, informations, or recognizances
shall be returned and transmitted to the
clerk of said criminal court, for trial
therein during the terms of said court,
at the next ensuing Saturday of each
week after the same shall have been
taken ; and such cases shall b3 disposedof, unless a jury trial is prayed by the
party charged, or the case is postponed
by the court for sufficient cause. Aud in
case the person so charged shall move for
his trial by a jury, he shall be so tried
by his consent, upon said allegation of
his offence as aforesaid, without present¬
ment or indictment therefor. And such
cases shall be entitled to priority of trial
whenever a jury may be in attendance on
said court: Provided, hotoeaer, That par¬ties in jail shall be entitled to be tried
before any other case shall be tried ; and
hereafter the United States shall be al¬
lowed, in every criminal case, one half
the peremptory challenges to which the
party charged in the same case may be
entitled.
Sec 15. And be it further enacted, That

in any case where a party thereto, either
plaintiff or defendant, shall make affida¬
vit that a fair and impartial trial cannot
be had before a jury composed in part or
in whole of the citizens of Washington
city, Georgetown, or the county ofWash¬
ington outside of the limits of said citics,
as the case may be, by reason of local
bias or prejudice prevailing in any of said
places, it shall be the duty of the court
before which such case may be for trial,
unless clearly satisfied that, said atlida-
vit is unfounded in said allegations of
bias or prejudice, to order 'a jury com¬
posed exclusively of citizens not resident
m the placcs so excepted to by said party;and for that purpose the said court mayorder a special venire for the trial of such
issue.

Sec. 17. And be itfurther enacted, That
tfwre shall be appointed by the Preai-

dent of the United States, by and with
the advice »od consent of the Senate, a
coroner for the city of Washington, for
the city of Georgetown, and for the coun¬
ty of Washington, respectively; each of
whom shall be appointed from, and be a
resident of, the place for which he may be
appointed during the term of office, which
shall be for the term of five years; and
they shall have the powers, peiform the
duties, and be entitled to the fees of of-
fice ?s now existing, or hereinkfter pro¬vided for: and they shall each have pow¬
er to hold post mortem inquisitions in
any place in said District of Columbia;
and the office of coroner, as now exist¬
ing, is hereby abolished. And hereafter
it shall be the duty of the said corouers
of Washington city, of (Georgetown, and
of the county of Washington, in the
mouth of January next ensuing, and in
the same month every year thereafter, to
furnish to the marshal of said District a
list, which he shall duly publish, of the
names of a sufficient number of the in¬
telligent and rcspectablc citizens of said
District, who may be over twenty-fiveand under fifty years of age, to serve
as petit jurors of said District: and the
said lists shall be formed for each of said
cities and said county, respectively, ac¬
cording to the ratio of their population
as nearly as may be practicable; and the
number of said jurors and the propor¬tions thereof for each of said cities and
s id county shall be previously, in due
season, ascertained, and certified by said
judges to the said coroners, respecuvely.And it shall be the duty of said marshal
10 place said names on ballots, and cause
the same in due season to be fairly drawnfrom a wheel or box in the presence of
one of said judges, who shall superintendthe said drawing, and order that the per¬
sons whose names have been first d i a * n,
to the number required for the next l »rm
of said courts, respectively, shall be ;-um-
moned as jurors iu cach of said courts for
the trial of causes therein; and none oth¬
ers shall be summoned or serve as jurors,unless by special order of the judges of
said courts, respectively. And whenev¬
er a special jury may be ordered on an
affidavit of bias or prejudice, as afire-
said, the same shall be drawn, as afore-
said, from said lists until a sufficient'
number, qualified by residence, may be
obtained who shall then be summoned
to attend as such j«rjrs And s >, iu like
manner, shal' every jury be hereafter Fe-
lected for said courts; and no pumin whohas served his term as a juror in either of
said courts shall be agaiu required to
serve as such until all the other personsnamed on said lists shall also have served
their terms, or been excused therefrom
for sufficient reasons by either of said
courts: and said annual lists of jurorsshall be composed, as far as may be
practicable, of the names of persons who '

have not been included in any previous:lists, or who have not actually served in
turn as jurors in one of said courts, so
that the duties of a juror may be dis-!
tributed equally among the citizens of
said District of Columbia: Provided,'
however, That talesmen may be sum-'
moned by said marshal, under the order
of said courts, without reporting to the
ballot or lists aforesaid; and the said!
talesmen having sei ved as jurors, shall jnot by reason thereof be exempted from
again serving as jurors when drawn aj
such in turn, as jurors, by ballot as
aforesaid; but they shall not be agaiu {competent to serve as such talesmen du-'
ring the same term of the court at which jthey have so acted as jurors. And the:
said courts shall, every two weeks during'the terms thereof, cause a fresh panel of
jurors to be selected by liall .t and sum¬
moned as aforesaid, and the old panel to
be discharged, unless they, or some of
them, shall then be sworn upon the trial
of a case, and all who are not so sworn
shall he discharged.

Sec. 18. And be it furlher enacted. Thai
it shall be the duty of said judges, as
soon as may be convenient after their ap¬pointment to oilice, to meet together, to
revise and improve the rules of practiceand proceedings in all of said courts, and
to establish such new rules as may be ne¬
cessary, and also to revise and reduce the
tariff of fees and costs of litigation, and
other fees, costs, and charges, in the of¬
fices of the clerks of said courts as now
allowed and existing, and to establish a
new taiiff ihwreof for the clerks, marshal,
and coroners of said District, and when
so established to make publication there¬
of, and to cause a printed copy of such
rules and tariff to be always kept and ex¬
hibited in some conspicuous place in each
of the offices of the clerks of said courts
and of said marshal.

Sec. 19. And be it further enca'ed, That
each of the judges herein provided shall
be paid out of the treasuryan annual, sal¬
ary, payable quarterly ef three thousand
dollars, and shall hold their offices, du¬
ring good behavior, for the term of ten
years, and nlay be re-appointed: Pro¬
vided, however, That no person above the
age of sixty years shall be appointedjudge of either of said courts.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted,That the President of the United
States is hereby authorized, by and
with the advice and consent of the
Senate, to appoint two persons, learn¬
ed in the law, to rsvise, simplify,digest, and codify the law^of said Dis¬
trict, and also the rules and principlesof practice, of pleadings, of evidence,
aud conveyancing, and also to add there¬
to and codify such laws of the State of
Maryland as may be or become in force
during the preparation of said code and
applicable to tne circumstances and con¬
dition of said District: and the said code
shall be constructed according to a sim¬
ple method, and be expressed in language
concise and plain, and, far as possible,
be made level to the understanding of a
person of ordinary intelligence and edu¬
cation; and it shall contain a full and
particular index to all its contents; and
the preparation of the said code shall be
mode under the superintendence and re¬
vision of the Attorney General of the
United Stated, aud at* the same piogres*;
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frweDK*nd rommon council
of the city of Washington may togetherelect five competent persons, and the
board of aldeioien and council of George¬
town man elcct tm competent personsand the fevy gooit of the ounty of
Washington may elm one competent
j>ereon, which persons together shall
compose a board, to consider, at conve¬
nient seasons, the provisions of said
code, as it may be prepared; and any
t'»ree of said persons shall constitutes
quorum of said board: and the said
code, or such provisions thereof as may
be tpproved by » majority ol s.id
board shall be adopted, and become the
law of said District, as hereinafter pro-
Tided. And it shall be the duty of the
said persons who may be appointed to
codify the said laws, to attend, and also
the said Attorney General may attend
the meetings of said board, to explain
the several provisions of the said code
And when the said code and the provi¬
sions thereof shall have been adoptTd by
the said board, or by a majority thereof,
they shall certify the same to the Presi-
cent of the United States, who shall
thereupon cause it to be published in a
?eat and convenient form, and to be sub¬
stantia^ lound and he shall cause a
sufficient number of volumes of said
code to be printed and bound as may be
necessary for the amplest distribution of
the same-among the people of said Dis¬
trict, and for the preservation of said
code; and a copy thereof shall be fur¬
nished to every justice of the peace, and
every judge, to each court, to each clerk
of said court, to each coroner, to said

to eack PuWic school, to each
public library, to each public depart¬
ment of government, and to the mayors

j
of ^e councils of Washington

1 Georgetown, to be by them kept and
;arefully presei ved, and transferred to
tneir several successors in office And
"he said code so deposited with said clerks
>f courts and justices ofthe peace shall at
;imes be open in their several offices for
.he inspection and information of the
>eople of said District, and others who
nay desire to consult the same. And
vhen the said code shall be printed and
listributed, the President of the inked
;U:es shall, by bis proclamation, ap¬
point a time and places in the said Dis-
rict for taking the sense of the citizens
hereof, for or against the adoption of the
>iid wie, and he shall cause judges to
ye selected who shall preside at suchelec-
.ion, and he shall provide and proclaimhe mode and rules of conducting the
same, provided everv free white male
Jitizen of the United States, above the
ige of twenty-one years, who has re¬
dded in the said District for one year
K xt preceding said election, shall be per-
mtted to vote thereat; and the result of
;aid election shall be reported to the said
rresident, and the same, with the said
:ode, be by him reported to Congress,ind when ratified and approved by the
>ame, he shall by b'.s proclamation de¬
clare it to be in force, from the day of the
Jate thereof, as the law of the said Dis-
rict of v. olunibia; and the same, when so
proclaimed, shall thcreatter be and ie-
niin as such, without any fuxther act or
proceedings to that effect, until altered
>r repealed by the Congress** the United
states And the pcrsous who may coin-
pose said board, or such of them as may
ict on the same, shall be paid out of the
irea^ury of the L nited States a reasonable
zompensatien for tLeir services, accord¬
ing to the time employed by them, re¬

spectively, upon the same: Provided,
That the said code shall be reported to
Congress on or before the first Mondav in
December,m the year one thousand eight
aunured and fifty-seven.
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